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Preface 



In May 1996, the Alliance, an oceanographic research vessel operated by 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), was conducting 
experiments with a new sonar off the coast of Greece. Several hours after 
the experiments, 17 beaked whales stranded in the Kyparissiakos Gulf and 
subsequently died. 1 These events came to light much later when a Greek 
biologist published a correspondence in the journal Nature, which raised the 
concern that the sonar in some way had contributed to the deaths of the 
whales. 2 As a result of the article, NATO held an international inquiry in 
lune 1998. I attended this meeting, and listened to the many possibilities of 
physiological and behavioral effects that the sonar could have created. In 
part due to the lack of necropsy data, however, no conclusion was reached as 
to the cause of the whales’ deaths. 3 

I left the meeting thinking of something other than ocean physics and 
marine mammal physiology though — I began to think about who is 
responsible in such a situation? What types of rules and regulations apply — 
if, in fact, such rules and regulations even exist? 

This event underscored the regulatory challenges posed by the presence 
of noise in the international arena: The sonar was owned by the US 



1 The number of stranded animals was reported to be between 12-17; the exact remains 

unknown, as most cetaceans sink when they die. 

2 See A. Frantzis, "Does Acoustic Testing Strand Whales?,” Nature 392 (1998): 29. See also 

“Quiet, Please. Whales Navigating," The Economist, March 7, 1998 at 85 and "Beached 
Whales and Military Testing”, The Washington Post, March 9, 1998 at A2. 

3 SACLANTCEN Summary Record, SACLANTCEN Marine Mammal Environmental Policy 

and Mitigation Procedures Panel, La Spezia, Italy, 17-19 June 1998. 




